
The Texas Animal Health Commission (Commission) proposes new additions to Title 
4, Texas Administrative Code, Chapter 47, titled “Authorized Personnel.” Specifically, 
the Commission proposes a new Subchapter D, titled “New World Screwworm,” to 
include new sections §47.31, concerning General Requirements and Application 
Procedures, §47.32, concerning Duration and Additional Training Requirements, and 
§47.33, concerning Grounds for Suspension and Revocation. 
 
BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE 
 
Section 161.047 of the Texas Agriculture Code requires a person, including a 
veterinarian, to be authorized by the Commission in order to engage in an activity 
that is part of a state or federal disease control or eradication program for animals. 
Existing disease control and eradication programs include, tuberculosis, 
trichomoniasis, piroplasmosis, equine infectious anemia, chronic wasting disease, 
and scrapie. 
 
Following the June 3, 2026, detection of New World Screwworm (NWS) in a three-
week-old calf in Zavala County, Texas, the Commission, USDA, and other state and 
federal response partners initiated unified incident command operations, increased 
surveillance and trapping activities, and accelerated sterile fly releases to control and 
eradicate the pest. As part of control and eradication efforts, the NWS Certified 
Inspector Program was developed. The purpose of the program is to allow more 
Texans to inspect animals for NWS and certify the documentation required to safely 
move them. The program is critical to ensure cattle and livestock commerce 
continues uninterrupted. 
 
The proposed new Subchapter D, titled “New World Screwworm,” includes standards 
and requirements for persons authorized by the Commission to perform work as an 
NWS Certified Inspector. An NWS Certified Inspector is an individual who has 
completed Commission approved training on NWS detection, inspection, treatment, 
and movement requirements and who has been authorized to perform these 
activities by the Commission. The proposed additions establish application, training, 
and recordkeeping requirements. Additionally, the proposed additions detail 
grounds for suspension and revocation of NWS Certified Inspector status. 



 
SECTION-BY-SECTION DISCUSSION 
 
Section 47.30 includes General Requirements and Application Procedures. The 
proposed addition establishes the steps individuals must take to become certified 
and sets forth the standards a certified inspector must maintain. Standards include 
fully and accurately completing Treatment/Movement Certificates and following all 
instructions prescribed by the Commission. 
 
Section 47.31 includes Duration and Additional Training Requirements. The 
proposed addition states that certified status is valid for one year from the date of 
initial certification. And the proposed section establishes the method by which 
inspectors can recertify their status. 
 
Section 47.32 includes Grounds for Suspension and Revocation. The proposed 
addition lays out that violations of §47.6, §47.4, §47.31, or failing to immediately 
report observed signs of NWS will result in suspension or revocation of certified 
status. 

FISCAL NOTE 
 
Ms. Jeanine Coggeshall, General Counsel for the Texas Animal Health Commission, 
determined that for each year of the first five years that the rules are in effect, 
enforcing or administering the proposed rules does not have foreseeable 
implications relating to costs or revenues of state or local governments. Commission 
employees will administer and enforce these rules as part of their current job duties 
and resources. Ms. Coggeshall also determined for the same period that there is no 
estimated increase or loss in revenue to the state or local government as a result of 
enforcing or administering the proposed amendments. 
 
PUBLIC BENEFIT NOTE 
 
Ms. Coggeshall determined that for each year of the first five years the rules are in 
effect, the anticipated public benefits are increased access to trained personnel able 



to inspect and certify animals for movement, continuity of business for Texas 
ranchers, and a secure food supply. 
 
TAKINGS IMPACT ASSESSMENT 
 
The Commission determined that the proposal does not restrict, limit, or impose a 
burden on an owner’s rights to his or her private real property that would otherwise 
exist in the absence of government action. Therefore, the proposed rules are 
compliant with the Private Real Property Preservation Act in Texas Government Code 
§2007.043 and do not constitute a taking. 
 
LOCAL EMPLOYMENT IMPACT STATEMENT 
 
The Commission determined that the proposed rules would not impact local 
economies and, therefore, did not file a request for a local employment impact 
statement with the Texas Workforce Commission pursuant to Texas Government 
Code §2001.022.  
 
REGULATORY ANALYSIS OF MAJOR ENVIRONMENTAL RULES  
 
The Commission determined that this proposal is not a “major environmental rule” 
as defined by Government Code §2001.0225. “Major environmental rule” is defined 
to mean a rule the specific intent of which is to protect the environment or reduce 
risk to human health from environmental exposure and that may adversely affect, in 
a material way, the economy, a sector of the economy, productivity, competition, 
jobs, the environment or the public health and safety of a state or a sector of the 
state. This proposal is not specifically intended to protect the environment or reduce 
risks to human health from environmental exposure. 
 
GOVERNMENT GROWTH IMPACT STATEMENT 
 
In compliance with the requirements of Texas Government Code §2001.0221, the 
Commission prepared the following Government Growth Impact Statement. The 



Commission determined for each year of the first five years the proposed rules 
would be in effect, the proposed rules: 
 
Will create a government program; 
Will not require the creation or elimination of employee positions; 
Will result in no assumed change in future legislative appropriations; 
Will not affect fees paid to the Commission; 
Will create new regulation; 
Will expand existing regulations; 
Will increase the number of individuals subject to the rule; and 
Will not adversely affect the state’s economy. 
 
SMALL BUSINESS, MICRO-BUSINESS, AND RURAL COMMUNITY IMPACT ANALYSIS 
 
Ms. Coggeshall also determined that there will be no adverse economic effect on 
small businesses, micro-businesses, or rural communities pursuant to Texas 
Government Code, Chapter 2006. The rules do not impose any additional costs on 
small businesses, micro-businesses, or rural communities that are required to 
comply with the rules.  
 
COSTS TO REGULATED PERSONS 
 
The proposed additions to Chapter 47 do not impose additional costs on regulated 
persons and are designed to provide guidelines and standards for NWS Certified 
Inspectors which will increase the public’s access to trained personnel. The proposed 
rules do not otherwise impose a direct cost on a regulated person, state agency, a 
special district, or a local government within the state. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Written comments regarding the proposed additions may be submitted to Amanda 
Bernhard, Texas Animal Health Commission, 2105 Kramer Lane, Austin, Texas 78758, 
by fax at (512) 719-0719 or by e-mail to comments@tahc.texas.gov. To be considered, 
comments must be received no later than thirty (30) days from the date of 



publication of this proposal in the Texas Register. When faxing or emailing comments, 
please indicate “Comments on Proposed Rule-Chapter 47, Authorized Personnel” in 
the subject line. 
 
STATUTORY AUTHORITY 
 
The amendments are proposed under the following statutory authority as found in 
Chapter 161 of the Texas Agriculture Code. The Commission is vested by statute, 
§161.041(a), with the requirement to protect all livestock, domestic animals, and 
domestic fowl from disease. The Commission is authorized, through §161.041(b), to 
act to eradicate or control any disease or agent of transmission for any disease that 
affects livestock. 
 
Pursuant to §161.0417, entitled “Authorized Personnel for Disease Control,” a 
person, including a veterinarian, must be authorized by the Commission in order to 
engage in an activity that is part of a state or federal disease control or eradication 
program for animals. Section 161.0417 requires the Commission to adopt necessary 
rules for the authorization of such persons and, after reasonable notice, to suspend 
or revoke a person's authorization if the Commission determines that the person has 
substantially failed to comply with Chapter 161 or rules adopted under that chapter. 
Section 161.0417 does not affect the requirement for a license or an exemption 
under Chapter 801, Occupations Code, to practice veterinary medicine. 
 
Pursuant to §161.006, entitled “Documents to Accompany Shipment”, if required that 
a certificate or permit accompany animals or commodities moved in this state, the 
document must be in the possession of the person in charge of the animals or 
commodities, if the movement is made by any other means. 
 
Pursuant to §161.046, entitled “Rules”, the Commission may adopt rules as necessary 
for the administration and enforcement of this chapter. 
Pursuant to §161.048, entitled “Inspection of Shipment of Animals or Animal 
Products”, the Commission may require testing, vaccination, or another 
epidemiologically sound procedure before or after animals are moved. An agent of 
the Commission is entitled to stop and inspect a shipment of animals or animal 



products being transported in this state in order to determine if the shipment 
originated from a quarantined area or herd; or determine if the shipment presents 
a danger to the public health or livestock industry through insect infestation or 
through a communicable or noncommunicable disease.   
 
Pursuant to §161.054, titled "Regulation of Movement of Animals; Exception", the 
Commission, by rule, may regulate the movement of animals. The Commission may 
restrict the intrastate movement of animals even though the movement of the 
animals is unrestricted in interstate or international commerce. The Commission 
may require testing, vaccination, or another epidemiologically sound procedure 
before or after animals are moved. The Commission is authorized, through 
§161.054(b), to prohibit or regulate the movement of animals into a quarantined 
herd, premises, or area. The executive director of the Commission is authorized, 
through §161.054(d), to modify a restriction on animal movement, and may consider 
economic hardship. 
 
Pursuant to §161.101 entitled "Duty to Report", a veterinarian, a veterinary diagnostic 
laboratory, or a person having care, custody, or control of an animal shall report the 
existence of the diseases, if required by the Commission, among livestock, exotic 
livestock, bison, domestic fowl, or exotic fowl to the Commission within 24 hours 
after diagnosis of the disease. 
 
Pursuant to §161.112 entitled "Rules", the Commission shall adopt rules relating to 
the movement of livestock, exotic livestock, and exotic fowl from livestock markets 
and shall require tests, immunization, and dipping of those livestock as necessary to 
protect against the spread of communicable diseases. 
 
Pursuant to §161.113, entitled “Testing or Treatment of Livestock”, if the Commission 
requires testing or vaccination under this subchapter, the testing or vaccination must 
be performed by an accredited veterinarian or qualified person authorized by the 
commission. The state may not be required to pay the cost of fees charged for the 
testing or vaccination. The Commission may require the owner or operator of a 
livestock market to furnish adequate equipment or facilities or have access to 
essential equipment or facilities within the immediate vicinity of the livestock market. 



 
Pursuant to §161.081, titled "Importation of Animals," the Commission by rule may 
provide the method for inspecting and testing animals before and after entry into 
Texas. The Commission may create rules for the issuance and form of health 
certificates and entry permits. 
 
No other statutes, articles, or codes are affected by this proposal. 
 
<rule> 

Subchapter D. New World Screwworm. 

§47.30. General Requirements and Application Procedures. 

(a) This subchapter sets the standards for personnel who perform work in the New 
World Screwworm (NWS) Certified Inspector program pursuant to Texas Agriculture 
Code §161.0417. To become certified, individuals must:  

 (1) Successfully complete the New World Screwworm Preparedness and 
Response Education course; 

 (2) Pass the final exam with a minimum score of 94 percent;  

 (3) Meet the eligibility requirements set forth on the commission’s website; 

 (4) Download and complete the NWS Certified Inspector Application; and 

 (5) Submit the completed application to NWS_CIP@tahc.texas.gov. 

(b) An NWS Certified Inspector must comply with the following standards and 
requirements: 

 (1) §47.4 of this title (relating to Standards for Authorized Personnel); 

 (2) §47.5 of this title (relating to Recordkeeping);  

 (3) All instructions as prescribed by the commission for NWS inspection, 
identification, treatment, and movement certification; and 

 (4) Fully and accurately complete the Treatment/Movement Certificate, which 
includes: 



  (A) Origin premises information relating to owner name, owner contact 
information, and physical address of animals; 

  (B) Destination premises information relating to owner name, owner 
contact information, and physical address of animals; 

  (C) Shipment information relating to shipper name, shipper contact 
information, trailer license plate, and shipment date; 

  (D) Treatment information relating to the product used, the treatment 
type, product serial number, concentration, dosage, and treatment time and date; 
and  

  (E) Animal information relating to the species, official ID, age, sex, and 
description of animal. 

 

§47.31. Duration and Additional Training Requirements. 

(a) Unless otherwise suspended or revoked, New World Screwworm (NWS) Certified 
Inspector status shall be valid for the period of one year from the date of initial 
certification. 

(b) NWS Certified Inspector status must be renewed by completing the New World 
Screwworm Preparedness and Response Education course, retaking the final exam 
and passing with a 94 percent, and resubmitting the NWS Certified Inspector 
Application to NWS_CIP@tahc.texas.gov. 

(c) In determining whether additional training shall be required of current NWS 
Certified Inspectors before certificate renewal, the commission may consider 
changes in technology, treatments, procedures, programs, and the performance or 
competency of the individual in performing NWS program activities. 

(d) If the commission requires general training or testing for all NWS Certified 
Inspectors, the commission will publish notice at least six months in advance of the 
certificate renewal date. 

(f) If the commission requires individual training or testing as a result of the NWS 
Certified Inspector’s performance or inability to perform NWS program activities, 
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the commission may give notification and set a time and place for training or 
testing. 

 

§47.32. Grounds for Suspension and Revocation. 

Suspension and revocation of New World Screwworm (NWS) Certified Inspector 
status may be made upon a determination that one or more of the following has 
occurred: 

(1) Violating one or more of the provisions prescribed in §47.6 of this title (relating 
to Grounds for Suspension or Revocation); 

(2) Failing to comply with one or more of the provisions prescribed in §47.4 of this 
title (relating to the Standards for Authorized Personnel); 

(3) Observing clinical signs or infestations of NWS and failing to immediately report 
those findings to the commission; or 

(4) Failing to complete additional training or testing as prescribed in §47.31 of this 
title (relating to Duration and Additional Training Requirements). 


